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May 13, 2026 

CMS Announces Two Nationwide Temporary Moratoria on 
Enrollment of Home Health Agencies (HHAs) and Hospices 
 
The Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services is announcing the imposition of a 6-month nationwide 
moratorium on the Medicare enrollment of HHAs and Hospices. The moratorium for both is effective 
May 13, 2026. Beginning on the effective date of this notice, no new HHAs or HHA branches or practice 
locations or hospices will be enrolled into Medicare unless the enrollment application was received by 
the applicable Medicare contractor prior to this notice’s effective date. 

 

Home Health Agencies 

The 23-page notice was issued on May 13. It is scheduled for publication in the May 15 Federal 
Register. A display copy of the rule is available at: 

https://public-inspection.federalregister.gov/2026-09717.pdf.  

  

Background 

CMS says that in accordance with § 424.570(b), a temporary enrollment moratorium imposed by CMS 
remains in effect for 6 months. If CMS deems it necessary, the moratorium may be extended in six-
month increments. 

 

Applicability to Medicaid and CHIP 

“At this time, we believe it is in Medicaid and CHIP beneficiaries’ best interests to allow each State to 
decide whether some form of a home health provider moratorium is appropriate for their respective 
Medicaid and CHIP programs, and the scope of any such moratorium. Each State has greater expertise 
and experience with their pool of home health provider types -- including the requirements for each type 
of home health provider --- than CMS.” 

 

No Judicial Review 

In accordance with section 1866(j)(7)(B) of the Act, there is no judicial review under sections 1869 and 
1878 of the Act, or otherwise, of the decision to impose a temporary enrollment moratorium. Under §§ 
424.530(a)(10) and 424.570(c), CMS denies the enrollment application of a provider or supplier if the 
provider or supplier is subject to a moratorium. In addition, § 424.514(d)(2)(v)(C) states that if the 
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provider or supplier was required to pay an application fee, the application fee will be refunded if the 
application was denied because of the imposition of a temporary moratorium. 

 

Hospices 

The 27-page notice was issued on May 13. It is scheduled for publication in the May 15 Federal 
Register. A display copy of the rule is available at:  

https://public-inspection.federalregister.gov/2026-09718.pdf.  

 

Application to Medicaid and CHIP 

As noted above for HHAs; 

“At this time, we believe it is in Medicaid and CHIP beneficiaries’ best interest to allow 

each State to decide whether some form of a hospice moratorium is appropriate for their 

respective Medicaid programs and CHIPs, and the scope of any such moratorium. Each State 

has greater expertise and experience with their hospice provider types -- including the 

requirements for each type of hospice --- than CMS.”  

 

No Judicial Review 

As with HHAs, there is no judicial review to impose a temporary enrollment moratorium for Hospices. 

 

Final Comments 

Both notices are extremely similar in content.  

Both notices provide lengthy discussions about fraud and potential fraud that form the basis for the 
moratoriums. 
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